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and that of local councils, were left virtually unchecked,    APPENDIX.
though subject to all the degradation, in the eyes of the
communities over which they preside, of being stripped
of the high prerogatives which their predecessors had
wielded.
" Whether, also, the governors were servile or con-
tumacious, whether they were deprived of all public spirit
and zeal by feeling their dependence on the good-will of
their subordinate functionaries appointed by the governor-
general, and on that of the persons named to the pro-
posed supreme council, formed, as I presume it would
be, of members from each presidency who would *have
the ear of their great chief; or whether, on the other
hand, they courted their superior's favour, by lending
themselves to jobs for the benefit of their mutual friends,
and to other compliances for private instead of public
ends, I can see nothing in the plan but public danger
and discredit. Under such a concentration of power in
the governor-general,, we might expect to see the prac-
tice of the Moghul times again established, when the real
governor remained at court to swell the pomp of the
Emperor's train, at the expense of the subject provinces,
at once a hostage for his own fidelity and the payment
of his revenue, and for the fidelity and good conduct
of his lieutenant, who carried on the government in his
name,
" The picture I have above drawn may appear to be
overcharged, and I may be accused of inconsistency, in
speculating at one time on the great powers given to the
governor-general, and on the consequent eclipse of the
local governments, at another on the inefficiency of the
former and the unchecked authority of the latter. My
meaning is, that if the governor-general could efficiently
exercise the powers intended to be vested in him, he